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FROM THE ELDER 
Greetings Fellow Ministers:  
 

Lately, the 100,000 inmates that are released from 
Prisons each week in the United States, have 
occupied a special place of focus in my mind. The 
“Law of Averages” and basic reality informs us that 
many of our Returning Citizens do not have 
“Housing” awaiting them. 
 
A listing of Scriptural Injunctions and Justifications 
are not required to support the need for our 
involvement in Transition House Ministry. We know 
the need is there!  
 
We are aware of thirteen (13) Seventh-day Adventist-
Sponsored Transition Houses in the North American 
Division. That is an excellent step. I choose to invest 
these lines in celebration of the Anointed Transition 
House Ministry facilitated by one person, Brother 
Jeffrey Cobb.  
 
“Transition House Ministry: An Excellent Story” 
 
Jeffrey Cobb served multiple Prison Sentences for a 
myriad of convictions. Prior to what became his final 
release, he realized that a return to the environment 
that nurtured his life of crime would spell certain 
death. He knew that he needed a Positive, Nurturing 
setting in which to live – but where would he find 
one? 
 
Cobb worked “Odd Jobs” to secure necessities. While 
cutting grass one day, he sensed God telling him, “I 
want to use you to create a Positive, Nurturing 
Environment for Returning Citizens.” Soon Our Lord  
 

 
began to “Open Doors.” On November 1, 2001 the 
Shelter From The Storm, a Transition House for up to 
six men, opened its doors in Gainesville, Florida. 
Over the years, many former residents have become 
active members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
because of the ministry of Shelter From The Storm! 
 
God is still blessing. On March 8, 2019 Shelter From 
The Storm opened a new facility for three women, 
and on April 1, 2019 the second “Shelter From The 
Storm” housing four men, will open its doors! Praise 
God for what He is doing in Gainesville, Florida 
through Brother Jeffrey Cobb and his Team. 
 
Even though Shelter From The Storm is not 
positioned to house a major portion of the 100,000 
Returning Citizens who are released each week – it is 
Housing and Nurturing some.  
 
Could Transition House Ministry be your “Calling? 
Is Our Lord encouraging you to Pray for or at least 
send a contribution? If so, please send your 
contribution to: 
 
Shelter From The Storm 
1500 SE 23rd Lane 
Gainesville, Florida 32641 
 
Yes! Transition House  
Ministry is an Excellent  
Ministry.  
 
J. Alfred Johnson II, 
NAD Director of Adult Ministries 
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IT’S ALL ABOUT SABBATH SCHOOL  
 

Community Guest Day 
 

Purpose 
A Community Guest Day is listed in the church 
calendar for the fourth quarter of each year. The 
purpose of a Community Guest Day is to introduce 
the surrounding community to the work of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church and to interest new 
members.  
 
Programs 
Programs are planned by the Sabbath School 
Committee one quarter in advance. Topics might 
include the history of your local church, a special 
church anniversary, a celebration of volunteerism, 
etc. They are developed with nonmembers in mind. 
Care should be taken to avoid subjects that might 
offend those invited. You may want to invite a city 
or county official to participate and say a few words. 
Community service awards to outstanding 
volunteers in your community can also be awarded 
at Community Guest Day.  
 
Fellowship Meal 
Plan a colorful, well-balanced meal for members 
and guests. Make a special effort to decorate the 
room and make the meal attractive. You might ask 
the choir or musical group to provide music. Mix the 
seating of guests with friendly members. Assign 
special hosts to mix with the guests and make them 
feel at home during the fellowship time. 
 
Additional Ideas 

1. Provide name tags for everyone, including 
members. 

2. Provide Lesson Study Guides for all the 
guests. 

3. Give a Welcome Packet to each guest. The 
packet could include: a church bulletin, a 
welcome letter from the pastor, a copy of 
Signs or Message, and a welcome card. 

4. Send a thank-you note to all guests who 
attended. Invite them to come again. 
 
                                                         The Sabbath School Handbook 

WHAT’S HOT: MINISTRIES IN ACTION  
 

“Do Something Sabbath.” 
Carrying Out Christ  

 

As a youth pastor, I was growing increasingly 
frustrated with our Saturday morning youth group 
gathering. As I looked at the life of a Christian who 
regularly attended Sabbath School, I realized that by 
the time someone gets to high school, maybe 
college, there are very little changes. The class 
members come, sit, and talk about the things that 
Jesus said to do. I was unhappy with the fact that I 
was starting my students down a path that, for 
roughly 70 years would be played out on a weekly 
basis with little to no change.  After some 
conversations with our leadership team we decided 
to launch “Do Something Sabbath.” The first 
Saturday of every month was actually do something, 
instead of talking about doing something. Here are 
some things we learned. 
 

Get Out. It can be a challenge to break out from 
inside the walls of the church. With a group of 
vivacious, energetic young people, get outside the 
walls of the church with activities that will match 
their energy. 
 

Get Close. If you live in a large, metropolitan area, 
you may have many options for community 
outreach. While it might seem enticing to scour all 
the city has to offer, stick close to the community 
where your church is. 
 

Get Consistent. The high school group serves a 
meal at one of the local homeless shelters on the 
first Saturday of every month. Going to the same 
place consistently has strengthened the relationships. 
 

Get Real. While Daniel 7 has a lot to offer, it won’t 
fill the belly of homeless persons, get them a 
shower, or provide a place for them to sleep. Real 
needs aren’t always easy to meet, but if we want to 
have true success, we need to follow Christ’s 
Method. He mingled with people, showed them 
sympathy, ministered to their needs, won their 
confidence, and then asked them to follow Him 
(Ministry of Healing p. 143). 
 

Florida Focus / Spring 2018 
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PERSONAL MINISTRIES  
SABBATH SCHOOL’S PARTNER IN MINISTRY 

 
Yes, You Can Give a Bible Study 

 

On a hot, sticky August afternoon, I found myself 
standing on a sidewalk in Pasco, Washington, with 
my heart beating like a hammer in my chest. I was 
sixteen years old and facing giving my first Bible 
study! The prospect scared me to death. I stood there 
wondering, Why in the world am I doing this?  
 
Actually, it was my pastor’s fault. I had been 
baptized eight weeks earlier, and I was convicted 
that I needed to witness, to share my love for Jesus 
with others. The problem was I had no idea how to 
do it. 
 

How to Give a Bible Study 
Suggestions for finding Bible study interests 

AND  
Effective tips for leading them to Christ.  

By Kurt Johnson 
 

Step 1: Begin in a town where you live. Make a list 
of all the people near you who might respond to an 
invitation to study the Bible. 
 
Step 2: Pray every day and ask God to bring you 
someone that day whom you can point to Him. 
Planting a gospel seed can happen through a brief 
comment or a more extended spiritual conversation. 
When you pray daily for an opportunity to share 
Jesus, God will help you recognize.  
 
Step 3: Watch for conversational contacts. 
Suppose someone at the hair salon or the grocery 
store makes a comment about a destructive 
hurricane or tornado that has been in the news. You 
might respond by saying something like, “Isn’t it 
terrible? I really feel sorry for those people, and I 
pray for them. I know that faith is often what pulls 
people through a tragedy like that.”  
 
Opportunities. It may even open up an opportunity 
to share a Bible study guide with this person.  

 

LEADERSHIP SKILLS 

Tips for Participating in an Online Meeting 

Video conferencing 
technology allows 
you to connect with 
your team members 
from the comfort of 
your own home. But 
it’s tempting to get 

too casual. Keep these things in mind as you 
prepare. 

Master the technology. Be sure to install necessary 
video-conferencing software well in advance of the 
meeting. Test your webcam and microphone. During 
the meeting, mute yourself when it’s not your turn to 
speak to avoid distracting others with background 
noises.  
 

Look into the camera. Whether using a computer 
or mobile deice, it’s important to place your webcam 
at eye level. Look directly into the camera instead of 
at the screen; any slight difference in the angle of 
your gaze will be noticeable to the audience.  
 

Verbally direct traffic. Because of limited body-
language cues, people may find it hard to tell when 
it’s their turn to speak. This is especially true when 
asking for audience participation or group 
introductions. You can alleviate this by calling on 
people by name and/or verbalizing the speaking 
order in advance. Well-placed pauses give your 
audience a chance to ask questions. If there’s a 
planned time for Q&A, announce that as well. 
 

Don’t get too comfortable. It’s easy to let your 
guard down, especially when connecting from 
home. But remember that, even when you’re not 
speaking, you’re still on camera, and people can see 
you. Avoid dressing too casually, eating, clipping 
your nails or doing other distracting behaviors.   
 

Watch yourself. If the meeting is recorded, watch 
the video afterward and evaluate your own 
performance. Look for distracting mannerisms.  

 
Toastmaster, October 2018 
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Ministry Description #20–Home and School 
Association 

 
Author: North American Division, 
US$29.95 – AdventSource  

 
Adventist Church Schools 
have been established under 
the direction of God.  
 
It has always been God’s 
purpose to educate His 

children in a climate consistent with His will. He 
planned the first school in the Garden of Eden where 
His children were to learn the wonders of the world 
they lived in. The Church operates a school system 
to provide children and youth with a balanced 
physical, mental, spiritual, social, and vocational 
education, with God as the source of all moral value 
and truth. (Deut. 6:1-25)  
 
This is the continuing mission of the Seventh-day 
Adventist school system. But teachers alone, even 
loving Christian teachers, cannot do the work of 
leading young people to salvation, knowledge, and 
maturity to our children. The most effective 
education will take place when teachers, parents, 
and church members work together to provide an 
environment where children can learn and grow.  
  

Duties of the Home and School Association 
The ministry to which a person is called when he or 
she becomes the Home and School Association 
president can be described in the following duties.  
 

1. Plan Meetings.  
 

2. Promote Adventist Education.  
 

3. Raise Funds. 
 

4. Communicate with the Church.  
 

Encourage both parents and teachers.  
 
 

 
PRISON MINISTRY HAPPENINGS 

 

7 Ways to Do Prison Ministry from the Outside 
You might be surprised to learn that there are many 
ways to show compassion to prisoners from outside 
the walls. Look over this list and see if God is 
calling you to action.  
 
Van Ministry – If there’s one action that is better 
than visiting a prisoner yourself, it is helping their 
family to come to the institution for a visit. Many 
families of inmates don’t own a car and can’t afford 
taxi fares to prisons, which are often located a 
distance from residential areas. You can be a great 
blessing by driving one or more families for 
weekend visits. 
 
Clothing Ministry – How do you dress for success 
when all you’ve worn for years is prison orange? In 
Wilmington, North Carolina, Jerri Holliday provides 
designer clothes for the recently released in a 
boutique setting. Her clients are dressed to impress 
on their next job interview. 
 
Toiletry Ministry – There can be religion in a bar 
of soap. Some ministries provide critical toiletries 
for indigent inmates who have no cash to buy 
personal items such as soap and toothpaste. 
 
Angel Tree – The Angel Tree ministry provides 
gifts for the children of inmates at Christmas. Local 
children are reached by nearby church congregations 
working with prison chaplains. Google “Angel 
Tree” to find out how you can get involved. 
 
Support Families – You can establish or help lead 
small groups that provide support for families of the 
incarcerated. This can be a Bible study for spouses 
or fiancés of inmates. Narcotics Anonymous and Al 
Anon groups also encourage family members and 
prepare them for life after their loved one’s release. 
 
Support Released Prisoners – It is often said that 
being outside is harder than being inside prison. Ex-
cons need help navigating social services, obtaining 
an ID, finding housing, and getting a job. Your skills 
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on the computer or filling out paperwork could be a 
lifesaver.  
Inmate Spiritual Counseling Curriculum Segments 

 

“Inmate Spiritual Counseling” with an emphasis on 
Volunteer Prison Chaplaincy, is the new training 
curriculum for those who are very serious about 
updating their Prison Ministry skills. The 35-hour 
course is offered by the North American Division 
Academy of Continuing Education and will be 
conducted in association with the International 
Institute of Christian Ministry of the General 
Conference Sabbath School/Personal Ministries 
Department, which has a direct relationship with 
Griggs University. Continuing Education Credit is a 
possibility for college credits in the future. 
 
Prison Subcultures SOC.110 
Prison Subcultures introduces analytical 
descriptions of sociological prison communities, 
peculiarity of behaviors, their impact on prison 
society, prison personalities, rehabilitation, ethical 
relationships or conduct, street cultures and staff 
management. 
 

Description: This module explores the peculiarities 
and diversifications of inmate life behind prison 
walls. It acquaints the student with the intricate 
make-up and activities of the characteristics of 
Prison Subcultures.  
 

Overview: Every prison has its own personality and 
subculture. Prison subcultures may differ in degrees 
from one prison to another, but the underlining 
prevalence of activities and make-up will have a 
common denominator. Subcultures, being a city 
within a city, exhibit the same sociological anti-
social vices as any other cultural clusters worldwide.  
The aim of this module is to expose the student to 
the sociological components of the prison 
community.    

 

Learning Outcomes: 
1. The student will gain a fundamental 

knowledge of the intricacies of inmate 
behavior behind prison walls.      

2. The student will understand the anatomy of a 
prison subculture.  
 

3. The student will be able to make the analogy 
of subcultural activities and vices behind 
prison walls to that of mainstreaming 
culture.  
 

4. The student will understand the 
psychological and sociological effects of 
subcultures on prison inmates. 

 

Dr. Cleveland Houser, Executive Director of Don’t Follow Me, and 
 NAD Prison Ministry Coordinator 

 
EXCELLENT RESOURCES 

Visit – www.adventsource.org – 800.328.0525 
www.adventistbookcenter.com – 800.765.6955 

 
 

Author: NAD Adult Ministries 
Publisher: NAD Adult 
Ministries 
Language: English 
 $15.95 – Sale $12.00 

 
 

Suggestions for finding Bible 
study interests AND  

Effective tips for leading 
them to Christ 

Adventist Book Center 
$1.99 

 
editor’s p.s. 

OLD-TIME COUNTRY WISDOM 
A Celebration of Good Old-Fashioned Common Sense 

 

Avarice and happiness never saw each other, how then 
should they become acquainted? - Poor Richard’s Almanac 
 

Most people are about as happy as they make up their 
minds to be. - Abraham Lincoln 
 

God will not look you over for medals, degrees or 
diplomas, but for scars.  - Elbert Hubbard 
 
I’m outta here – cb 

Compiled & Edited by Criswell Freeman 
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