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FROM THE ELDER 

 
“To Tell The Truth” 

 

Some of you recall, during the “Heyday” of 

the Television Game Show, one named, “To Tell 

The Truth”. One person with the “Legitimate 

Story” was presented along with two Imposters, 

whose Mission was to convincingly “dupe” the 

Panel of Questioners into selecting either of them as 

“The Real” Guest for the episode. Naturally, the 

Imposters were financially rewarded to the degree 

that they were able to convince the Panel that they 

were the ones with the “Legitimate Story”. That 

format worked very well as Television 

Entertainment! 

 

As Ambassadors with Our Lord it is our 

privilege, every day, to recognize that we are not 

called to be Panelists on a Game Show, but are 

called to represent Him in Real Life! Our privilege is 

“To Tell The Truth” about His Character. 

 

Recently, this point was “driven all the way 

back Home” to me as I awaited the privilege to 

Eulogize a beloved Church Member whom I had 

Pastored many years ago. The Deceased had 

accepted Christ and the Three Angels’ Messages, 

and was faithful to Him until the day of her death – 

Praise God! 

 

However, her Family and Friends, who were 

the primary contributors of Reflections, and the 

authors of the Obituary – have not yet embraced 

God’s Balanced, Beautiful Truth that the dead, 

whether “In or Out of Christ” are “not” until Jesus 

Comes. (1 Thessalonians 4) They knew, as I knew, 

their Loved One had Lived in Christ and was worthy 

of His Kingdom. They had accepted the suggested 

sequential reversal of the imposter, and “glowingly” 

suggested that she was in Heaven at that time! Well, 

finally, my time came to speak. I was overwhelmed 

with a desire “To Tell The Truth” as it is in Jesus – 

and praise to God – it was received. This is not a 

Game Show! This is real life, and Eternity is at 

stake!  

 

Family Members, an imposter (no capital 

letter intended) is out there spreading lies about Our 

Lord’s Character and Plan.  

 

Our Lord has called us “To Tell The Truth” 

as we lovingly Live the Truth. Honest people will 

respond. Beloved, now is the time for each of us to 

be about our “Assignment” from God! 

 

MARANATHA!  
 

   

 

J. Alfred Johnson II  

DirectorAdult Ministries 
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IT’S ALL ABOUT SABBATH SCHOOL  
 

WORLD CHURCH MISSIONS  
EXCITING WAYS TO GET INVOLVED  

 

➢ Plan a mission potluck. Bring foods common 

to the countries of the featured division. 

Check your local library for international 

cookbooks. 

➢ Have a mission progressive party. Plan 

various mission-centered activities in 

different homes or parts of the church. 

Groups spend 15-20 minutes in each place. 

Some things to do are: films, quizzes on 

missions, singing in a foreign language, 

listening to stories of mission heroes, or 

writing to someone in a mission land. 

➢ Do a research report on missions. Assign 

individuals or groups to research topics on 

particular countries or cultures.  Report their 

findings to the group. 

➢ Sing in another language. Teach it to the 

whole Sabbath School.  

➢ Invite people who sing in a language of the 

featured division to teach your group a song. 

➢ Hold a mission conference. Invite special 

speakers, show films, have skits and quizzes. 

➢ Get a pen pal from mission lands.  

➢ Invite international students from colleges 

and universities to Sabbath School for an 

interview about life in their country. 

➢ Pray for specific needs. Take time in Sabbath 

School to pray for specific needs and 

unreached people groups. 

➢ Get acquainted with immigrants and 

refugees. Get to know people who come 

from other cultures. Try to learn some of 

their language and culture.  

 

“If God’s people had the love of Christ in the 

heart; if every church member were thoroughly 

imbued with the spirit of self-denial; if all 

manifested thorough earnestness, there would be no 

lack of funds for home and foreign missions, our 

resources would be multiplied. . .  . “ 
Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, Book One, p. 82 

 

The NAD Sabbath School Handbook 

WHAT’S  HOT ? ? ? 

MINISTRIES IN ACTION 

 

“Gentlemen, Start Your Engines!” 
The last place you would ever think to go on a mission 

trip is a place where they say “Gentlemen, start your 

engines! And, you don’t imagine you’ll hear the 

rumbling sound of engines as race cars rush around the 

track at speeds of 125 mph or more. This isn’t your 

typical mission field, but that’s exactly where John and 

Crystal Earnhardt, Carolina Conference evangelists, have 

been called to witness for Christ, sharing the Gospel with 

racing fans.  

 

The youth from the Wilkesboro, N.C., church were 

invited to attend the Bristol Motor Speedway Race 

weekend on April 5, 2019, and share their faith. None of 

them had ever been to a race track or even thought of 

attending one, but with John Earnhardt’s enthusiasm and 

passion – not to mention his relation to the world-famous 

Dale Earnhardt. It was exciting for them to be part of this 

mission.  

 

Late Friday morning the group set up their booth at the 

Hospitality Village, where hundreds of racing fans would 

soon swarm in to receive freebies from the NASCAR 

sponsors. They had more than 1,000 sharing books to 

give away, including little Bibles and a version of Steps 

to Christ that has race cars on the cover to target the 

interest of the fans. They also gave away around 600 

copies of Crystal Earnhardt’s The 7 Flags of NASCAR, a 

newly published book which takes the principles behind 

each racing flag and applies them to everyday life.  

 

On Saturday and Sunday morning, the young people led 

out in songs and devotions at the campsite where fans 

were lodged for the weekend. Some of the fans would 

join in to worship, and some would sit outside their 

campers and listen. Others would walk by, stop, and 

observe from a distance. No matter what, seeds were 

being planted.  

 

Each year, as fans come strolling through, they can look 

forward to visiting that friendly booth, because this 

special booth has more to share than just books or 

pictures, it shares a true, lasting relationship with their 

Friend and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

 

By Denise Bustos 

June 2019 / Southern Tidings 

mailto:Jalfredjohnson@nadadventist.org
mailto:Carolbarron@nadadventist.org
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PERSONAL MINISTRIES 
SABBATH SCHOOL’S PARTNER IN MINISTRY 

 

“A Sabbath Without Walls!” 

 
Barry Bonner, pastor, and the members of First 

Church in Loxahatchee Groves, Florida, became the 

sermon when they made their way to Currie Park in 

West Palm Beach, Florida, on February 2, 2019, for 

a Community Service outreach project – “A Sabbath 

Without Walls!”  

 

Bonner and his congregation opted to forgo the 

traditional church worship service. Instead, they 

gathered in Currie Park and sought to be obedient to 

the Word expressed in Mark 16:15, to . . . “Go ye 

into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 

creature.”  

 

At Currie Park, the members were able to fellowship 

with the community and, in particular, the homeless. 

The Holy Spirit was in this place, as members of the 

community were fed with both physical and spiritual 

food. 

 

Community folks were provided clothing as well as 

personal hygiene items donated through the 

Loxahatchee Community Services Ministry. In 

addition, the community was blessed with warm 

meals prepared by the church members. The 

Sabbath was indeed a blessing to all in attendance.  

 

Individuals requested and received prayers, and the 

church was even more blessed when a community 

member (despite her situation of being homeless) 

decided to praise the Lord in song. Oh, what a 

marvelous experience it was for all as they were 

reminded of the Scripture that says, “I will sing unto 

the Lord as long as I live: I will sing praise to my 

God while I have my being.” Psalm 104:33. 

 

The members praise the Lord for providing the 

opportunity and experience of “A Sabbath Without 

Walls.” 

 
By Kivette Sinclair-Hamilton 

June 2019 / Southern Tidings 

A Social Awareness Strategy 
Offer a “Fix-It” Statement  

During a Broken Conversation 

 
Airline Agents. They are often the bearer of 

unavoidably bad news in person – weather delays, delays 

due to mechanical repairs, lost luggage, overbooking. 

The list goes on and on. Airline agents attempt to repair 

your broken experience with fix-its or tools – like 

rebooking and vouchers – to problem solve and address 

the ultimate goal to get you to your destination. 

It’s probably safe to assume that we’ve all had 

conversations where we could use a “Fix-It”. A simple 

discussion breaks into a disagreement or gets stuck going 

around in circles. In these broken conversations, past 

mistakes may get brought to the surface, regretful 

comments are made, and blame is present. No matter 

who said what, or who “started it,” it’s time to refocus 

and fix it. Someone needs to step back, quickly assess the 

situation, and begin repairing the conversation with a 

“Fix-it”. 

To Do this, you need to let go of blame and focus on 

repair. Do you want to be right, or do you want a 

resolution? Use your self-awareness skills to see what 

you are contributing to the situation; self-manage to put 

your tendencies aside and choose the high road. Your 

social awareness skills can help you identify what the 

other person brought to the table or feels. Looking at 

both sides will help you figure out where the interaction 

broke down, and which “Fix-It” statement is needed to 

begin the repairs. “Fix-It” statements feel like a breath of 

fresh air, are neutral in tone, and find common ground. A 

“Fix-It” statement can be as simple as saying, “This is 

hard,” or asking how the person is feeling. Most 

conversations can benefit from a “Fix-It,” and it won’t do 

any harm if you feel the conversation breaking down. 

This strategy will help you maintain open lines of 

communication when you’re upset, and with conscious 

effort and practice, you will be able to fix your broken 

conversations before they become damaged beyond 

repair.  

Emotional Intelligence 2.0 

mailto:Jalfredjohnson@nadadventist.org
mailto:Carolbarron@nadadventist.org
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   &  

Ministry Description #24–Lay Evangelist 
 

Author: North American Division, 

US$29.95 – AdventSource  

 

The Lay Evangelist dates to 

the time when Jesus sent out the 

seventy to minister in areas that 

He and the disciples would be 

unable to reach during His brief 

ministry. (Luke 101-17) Just as 

these Lay Evangelists went out preaching the gospel of 

Jesus at His first coming, you are called to go and preach 

the gospel of His Second Coming. In the modern setting 

the Lay Evangelist reaches areas where the pastor or 

conference evangelist may never have the opportunity or 

budget to set foot.  

 

Duties of the Lay Evangelist 

The work of the Lay Evangelist is varied, but some of the 

specific functions include the following:   

 

1. Hold Public Evangelistic Meetings. Meetings 

could be in your town or in a nearby town where 

no formal Seventh-day Adventist work has been 

started. You could do all the preaching yourself, 

or organize a team to share the preaching duties. 

Don’t overlook the possibilities of holding 

meetings for individuals in retirement centers, or 

for structuring your outreach to a specific ethnic 

group in your community. A series of meetings 

for the hearing impaired or other handicapped 

individuals who have special needs that are often 

overlooked by regular outreach events could be 

very rewarding.     

 

2. Conduct Revelation Seminars. This form of 

public evangelism has been particularly effective 

in recent years with church members leading out. 

  

3. Assist the Pastor. The Lay Evangelist can assist 

the pastor in evangelistic meetings or by 

preaching. The pastor may also seek your 

assistance for visiting individuals who have 

shown an interest in learning more about 

Seventh-day Adventists.   

 

PRISON MINISTRY HAPPENINGS 

 

Transitional House: Start Of A New Day  

 
June 2019 newsletter you read how Chaplain 

Stephen and Mrs. Sonia Cox, of Atlanta, Georgia, 

turned their personal residence into their very first 

Transitional Home, Start Of A New Day (S.A.N.D.).   

 

Even while the Transitional Home was still the 

Cox’s personal residence, this couple successfully 

mentored more than 200 individuals, locally and 

from all from around the world. With rapid growth, 

the Cox’s saw the need for expansion and of having 

a more structured program. 

 

God blessed and expanded their vision to receive a 

five bedroom two story home donated by a kind 

judge who believed in the mission of Start Of A 

New Day. Today, this five bedroom two story 

house, located at 5151 Miller Woods Drive, 

Decatur, Georgia, the very first Transitional Home is 

still being occupied by those in need of housing.  

 

Partnership. Start Of A New Day has partnered 

with Correctional Facilities in Georgia, who refer 

ex-offenders on Parole and Probation to enter the 

program. Its doors are open to people of varied 

backgrounds. Potential candidates are interviewed, 

and if they meet the specific requirements of 

S.A.N.D., they are welcomed into the transitional 

programs.  

 

Many of the first residents that had been living on 

the streets, while others had been sent to Start of A 

New Day from prison, have gone on to secure good 

paying jobs in supervisory and managerial positions 

with notable establishments, others received 

scholarships, furthering their education. Their 

powerful testimonies inspires others, young and old, 

to better themselves, also helping them to realize 

there can be a Start of A New Day for them. 

 
 Chaplain Steven Cox, CEO/Cofounder, S.A.N.D.  

www.startofanewday.org  

 

 

mailto:Jalfredjohnson@nadadventist.org
mailto:Carolbarron@nadadventist.org
http://www.startofanewday.org/
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Inmate Spiritual Counseling Curriculum Segments 
 

“Inmate Spiritual Counseling” with an emphasis on 

Volunteer Prison Chaplaincy, is the new training 

curriculum for those who are very serious about 

updating their Prison Ministry skills. The 35-hour course 

is offered by the North American Division Academy of 

Continuing Education and will be conducted in 

association with the International Institute of Christian 

Ministry of the General Conference Sabbath 

School/Personal Ministries Department, which has a 

direct relationship with Griggs University. Continuing 

Education Credit is a possibility for college credits in the 

future. 

 

Inmate Worship VCHP.230 

 
DESCRIPTION 

 

To expose the student to the need to foster religion in 

corrections. To provide a fundamental knowledge of the 

cultural environment that he/she would be called upon to 

minister to the disenfranchised. A general knowledge of 

how to be an effective worker in the prison providing 

worship for the incarcerated.  

 

OVERVIEW 

  

This Module denotes a microcosm of sub-cultural events 

that necessitates ministry to the disenfranchised to 

provide a base and a need for reconciliation. It suggests a 

vital need for an effective method of ministry to those 

who are behind bars and offers suggestions for the 

feasibility. This module also makes a definitive statement 

for religion in Department of Correction Facilities.  
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

1. To expose the student to what is going on 

behind the walls to give him a framework to 

minister.   

 

2. To introduce the student to the fundamentals 

of ministry to prison inmates.     

 

3. To expose the volunteer to the need to 

minister to prison inmates.  

 

4. To establish this basis for Inmate Worship.    
 

EXCELLENT RESOURCES 
Visit – www.adventsource.org – 800.328.0525 

www.adventistbookcenter.com – 800.765.6955 

 

 

 
The Inviting Church 

Equipping disciples to plan, invite, and host outreach events.  

Author: Mitchell L. Williams 

$14.95 

 

 
How to Say “Hello” Without Saying “Good-bye” 

Author: James Zackrison 

$2.95 

  

editor’s p.s. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT WORDS 

The 6 Most Important Words:  

“I admit I made a mistake.” 

The 5 Most Important Words: 

“You did a good job.” 

The 4 Most Important Words: 

“What is your opinion?” 

The 3 Most Important Words: 

“If you please.” 

The 2 Most Important Words: 

“Thank you.” 

The Most Important Word: 

“We.” 

The Least Important Word:  

“I.” 
First Baptist Church Builder, Pensacola, FL 

I’m outta here – cb 

mailto:Jalfredjohnson@nadadventist.org
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